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BEPOET  OF  THE  COMMISGIONEE  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE. 

OFFICERS  IN  CHARGE  OF  LAND  GRANTS 

AND  LAND  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  THE  STATE  OF 

MARYLAND, 

FROM  FIRST  SETTLEMENT  TO  PRESENT  TIME. 


JOHN  LEWGER, 

Member  of  the  Council, 

Officer  in  charge  of  Land  Grants,  etc., 

1637. 

JOHN  LANKFORD, 

Surveyor-General, 

' '  During  his  natural  life, ' ' 

1641. 

ROBERT  CLARK, 

Surveyor-General, 
1648. 

JEROME  WHITE, 

Survey  or-  General, 

1664. 

BAKER  BROOKE, 

Surveyor-General, 
1676. 

VINCENT  LOWE, 

Surveyor-General, 
1679. 

In  1680 
The  Land  Office  was  created 

with 
A  Register  on  each  Shore. 

JOHN  LLEWELLIN, 

Register  for  Western  Shore, 

VACHAEL  DOWNES, 

Register  for  Eastern  Shore, 

1680. 

HENRY  DARNELL, 

Register, 
1688. 
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HENRY  DARNELL, 

Register, 
1688. 

CHARLES  CARROLL, 

Register, 
1712. 

EDWARD  GRIFFITH, 

Register, 
1715. 

EDMUND  JENNINGS, 

Judge  and  Register, 

1732. 

LEVIN  GALE, 

Judge  and  Register, 
1738. 

PHILIP  THOMAS, 

Judge  and  Register, 

1743. 

BENJ.  TASKER  AND  BENJ.  YOUNG, 
Judges  and  Registers, 
1746. 

BENJ.  YOUNG  AND  GEORGE  STEWART, 

Judges  and  Registers, 

1747. 

BENEDICT  CALVERT  AND  GEORGE  STEWART, 

Judges  and  Registers, 

1755. 

ST.  GEORGE  PEALE, 

Register, 
1777. 

JOHN  CALLAHAN, 

Register, 
1779. 

JOHN  KILTY, 

Register, 
1806. 
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In  1841 

the  Eastern  Shore  Office 

was  transferred  to  the  Western  Shore. 

G.  G.  BREWER, 
Register  for  Western  Shore, 

SAMUEL  ROBERTS, 

Register  for  Eastern  Shore, 
1841. 

The  Constitution  of  1851  created  the  office  of 
Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office. 

HON.  JAMES  MURRY,  Commissioner, 
1852. 

HON.  WILLIAM  L.  W.  SEABROOK,  Commissioner, 

1857. 

HON.  GEORGE  L.  L.  DAVIS,  Commissioner, 

1868. 

DR.  WILLIAM  R.  HAY  WARD,  Commissioner, 
1869. 

J.  THOMAS  SCHARF,  A.  M.,  LL.  D.,  Commissioner, 

1884. 

PHILIP  D.  LAIRD,  Commissioner, 
1892. 

WILLIAM  0.  MITCHELL,  Commissioner, 
1896. 

HON.  E.  STANLEY  TOADVIN,  Commissioner, 
1900. 

HON.  W.  LAIRD  HENRY,  Commissioner, 
1908. 

HON.  THOMAS  A.  SMITH,  Commissioner, 
1908. 

JOHN  J.  HANSON,  Commissioner, 
1912. 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 

To  His  Excellency, 

PHILLIPS  LEE  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Governor  of  Maryland. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  the  Biennial 
Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  which  deals 
with  the  progress  of  the  office  for  the  last  two  years  (fifteen 
months  of  which  I  have  been  incumbent),  showing  the  amount 
of  work  accomplished,  and  suggesting  ways  to  make  the  office 
more  efficient,  and  giving  the  lawyer,  genealogist,  title-searcher 
and  investigator  an  insight  intio  what  the  office  contains,  and 
how  to  find  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  J.  HANSON, 

Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office. 
Court  of  Appeals  Building, 
Annapolis,  Maryland. 


JoTfN    J.     IIaNSON, 

Commissioner   of   tlie   I>cin(l   <  )ffice. 


Digitized  by  tine  Internet  Arciiive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

Lyrasis  IVIembers  and  Sloan  Foundation 
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THE  OEIGIN,  OBJECT  AND  VAIjUE  OF  THE 
LAND  OFFICE. 

The  grant  of  the  Province  of  Maryland  to  Lord  Baltimore 
gave  to  the  Proprietary  practically  the  absolute  ownership  of 
tihe  land  contained  in  the  Charter.  He  had  the  right  to  consti- 
tute Courts,  grant  lands  and  almost  all  the  powers  of  the  sov- 
ereign of  England. 

At  the  time  when  Maryland  was  settled,  land  was  consid- 
ered to  be  of  prospective  value  only,  and  in  order  to  render  it 
valuable,  it  was  necessary  to  offer  inducements  to  settlers  to 
come  and  buy  or  lease,  cultivate  and  otherwise  improve  the 
lands,  and  therefore  Lord  Baltimore  sent  out  with  his  first 
expedition  extremely  liberal  Conditions  for  Plantations.  These 
Conditions  were  rules  and  regulations  for  the  grant  of  lands 
to  adventurers  into  the  province.  The  first  Condition  on  record 
in  the  Land  Office  is  dated  at  Portsmouth  in  England  the  8th 
day  of  August,  1636.  The  first  Condition  not  having  been 
recorded,  and  not  in  existence,  but  grants  under  its  terms 
appear  in  the  records.  In  the  original  Condition  for  Planta- 
tions it  was  declared  that  a  legal  title  should  be  made  to  all 
purchasers  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province,  yet  these 
grants  were  issued  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Governor, 
and  not  until  the  year  1644  were  patent  grants  authenticated 
by  the  Chancellor  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province,  accord- 
ing to  the  English  mode  of  making  such  grants.  Since  the 
Revolution  patents  have  been  authenticated  by  the  signature 
of  the  Governor  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State. 

The  increase  in  population  and  the  demands  for  lands  so 
increased  that  in  the  year  1680  a  land  office  was  established 
and  all  proceedings  relating  to  granting  of  land  were  made  and 
kept  of  record,  certified  copies  of  which,  as  of  any  other  records, 
are  held  to  be  legal  evidence.  By  the  Acts  of  1780  and  1781  all 
the  lands  of  those  adhering  to  the  mother  country  and  of  Brit- 
ish subjects,  were  confiscated  to  the  use  of  the  State  and  were 
sold  by  a  Commission,  and  also  largely  awarded  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  who  faithfully  served  in  the  revolution  in  the 
Maryland  Line.  The  Act  of  1781  created  a  Land  Office  for  the 
Western  Shore  and  one  for  the  Eastern  Shore  and  placed  each 
of  them  under  the  direction  and  care  of  a  Register.  In  1841 
these  two  offices  were  consolidated  and  the  present  Land  Office 
was  established  at  Annapolis.  By  the  Constitution  of  1851, 
the  "Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office"  was  created  and 
directed  to  perform  the  duties  formerly  discharged  by  the 
Chancellor,    Register    and   Examiner-General,    and   to    act    as 
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Judge  in  caveat  cases.  In  1853  the  General  Assembly  passed 
an  act  declaring  the  Court  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office  to  be  a  Court  of  Record.  The  Act  of  1862  and  the  Con- 
stitution of  1864  made  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office 
the  keeper  of  the  Chancery  Records  and  of  the  ante-revolu- 
tiionary  and  revolutionary  papers.  By  the  Constitution  of 
1867  he  was  further  required  to  collect,  arrange,  classify  and 
keep  all  papers,  records  and  relics  connected  with  the  early 
history  of  Maryland. 

Chacellor  Bland,  in  his  legal  and  historical  opinion  in  the 
case  of  Cunningham  vs.  Browning,  1  Bland's  Reports,  says: 
"The  Land  Office  must  be  considered  the  fountain  and  deposi- 
tory of  the  primitive  muniments  of  title  to  all  the  landed 
property  in  the  State — in  which  respect,  the  surveys  returned 
to,  and  the  patents  recorded  in  it,  together  with  the  Chancery 
Records,  'constitute  Maryland's  Domes'  Day  Book,'  in  which 
a  more  accurate  description  of  all  the  lands  of  the  State  is  to 
be  found,  than  of  the  lands  in  the  records  of  any  country 
whatever."  . 

Besides  performing  the  duties  required  by  the  Acts  men- 
tioned, the  Commissioner;  of  the  Land  Office,  among  other 
things,  has  to  issue  warrants,  furnish  copies,  prescribe  rules  and 
regulate  the  conduct  of  the  Surveyors  in  making  surveys  and 
returning  certificates  of  plats ;  to  examine  and  pass  upon  certi- 
ficates returned  to  his  office  by  surveyors  and  to  hear,  examine 
and  decide  upon,  all  caveats  which  came  before  him  as  Com- 
missioner. 
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FOLLOWING  IS  A  SUMIMARY  OF  THE  WORK  ACCOM- 
PLISHED IN  THE  LAND  OFFICE  SINCE  THE 
LAST  REPORT. 

A  number  of  old  relics  that  have  been  hidden  away  in  an 
old  iron  chest  have  been  brought  to  light  and  placed  in  suit- 
able cases  that  have  been  hung  on  the  walls  of  the  Land  Office, 
so  that  tlie  public  may  view  them.  Among  these  are  the  Old 
Original  Seals  of  both  Province  and  State ;  the  sword  of  Col. 
John  Wilmot,  which  has  seen  service  in  the  War  of  1812-14; 
the  sword  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  Cross,  presented  by  the  State 
of  Maryland  for  valiant  service  in  the  War  of  1812-14;  Old 
Liber  M.  M.,  dating  back  to  1672,  showing  the  action  and  depre- 
dation of  a  little  pest  called  the  Book  W^orm ;  photographs  of 
the  plat  of  Baltimore  and  Jones  Town  in  1747 ;  the  Agreement 
of  the  Penns  and  Lord  Baltimore  on  the  Mason  and  Dixon 
Line,  and  the  Return  made  by  Mason  and  Dixon  of  the  Plat. 
There  has  also  been  placed  on  the  walls  of  the  office  the 
Geological  Survey  maps  of  all  the  counties.  These  maps  have 
been  backed  with  canvas  and  placed  in  curtain  rollers  in  a 
rotary  frame,  which  gives  easy  and  quick  access  to  any  of  them 
that  are  desired  to  be  examined. 

The  private  office  of  the  Commissioner  has  been  turned  over 
to  the  public,  and  new  steel  cases  have  been  installed  to  accom- 
modate the  many  books  that  are  desired  to  be  examined,  and 
heretofore  placed  in  the  basement.  The  Commissioner  desires 
to  state  that  something  will  have  to  be  done  to  take  care  of 
future  records,  as  the  present  congested  condition  of  the  books 
will  not  allow  any  more  space  for  future  filing.  About  fifty 
(50)  books  a  year  is  the  average  increase,  and  these  are  large 
record  volumes. 

The  rebinding  work  has  gone  steadily  on,  and  the  Com- 
missioner, in  summing  up  the  number  of  volumes  rebound, 
finds  that  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  volumes  of  the  record 
books  have  been  rebound,  and  several  books  in  the  Library 
have  had  to  go  through  the  same  process. 

The  indexing  of  the  Extract  of  Deeds,  Mortgages  and  Re- 
leases of  Mortgages  are  reported  to  the  Commissioner  each 
week,  and  the  work  is  well  in  hand,  although  it  requires  the 
steady  work  of  three  clerks  to  keep  up  with  the  work,  as  these 
records  come  from  every  county  in  the  State  and  Baltimore 
City.    Sixty  (60)  books  have  been  indexed. 

The  Photostat,  which  has  been  in  use  in  the  office  for  about 
a  year,  has  proved  that  it  is  in  its  proper  sphere,  as  there  is  no 
office  in  the  State  that  would  need  this  machine  more  than  the 
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Land  Office.  The  rapid  way  of  transcribing  records  seems 
next  to  marvelous,  as  the  time  required  to  take,  develop  and 
fix  a  photograph  is  less  than  one  minute.  Several  samples  of 
the  work  of  this  machine  will  be  found  in  the  pages  of  this 
report,  and  accurate  copies  of  wills,  plats,  patents,  etc.,  will 
be  made  at  a  reasonable  cost,  and  in  making  such  copies  your 
attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  mistakes  that  are  very  easy 
to  make  in  typewritten  copies  are  absolutely  eliminated.  It  is 
the  intention  of  the  Commissioner  to  put  the  machine  to  a 
severe  task  in  transcribing  quite  a  few  of  the  very  old  records 
that  are  fast  falling  to  pieces.  Several  of  the  worst  of  these 
books  have  been  photographed,  and  are  now  on  file. 

Another  valuable  improvement  to  the  office  will  be  the  card 
index  system  of  finding  names  of  patentees,  tract  names,  etc., 
of  the  Patent  Records.  The  Commissioner  intends  to  carry 
this  same  system  to  the  Rent  Rolls  and  Debt  Books,  which  at 
present  have  very  poor  indexes. 
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WARRANTS. 

By  custom,  which  has  ripened  into  law,  and  by  the  Statutes, 
five  different  kinds  of  Warrants  are  issued  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Land  Office,  whereby  the  title  of  the  State  in  its 
eminent  domain  is  the  first  process  in  transferring  any  part 
of  the  same  from  the  State  to  the  private  individual  or  a  cor- 
poration. The  Code  provides  only  for  the  issuing  of  such  war- 
rants as  may  be  called  for  by  name  without  defining  or  express- 
ing the  nature  or  applicability  of  such  Warrants.  And  as  mis- 
takes are  frequently  made  in  the  application  for  the  kinds  of 
Warrants  desired,  it  might  not  be  inappropriate  to  insert  in 
this  report  an  explanation  of  the  respective  Warrants  of  Sur- 
vey. The  Common  Warrant  was  abolished  August  1st,  1910, 
by  Chapter  708  of  the  Acts  of  1910. 

1.  Special  Warrant. — This  warrant  is  the  only  warrant 
that  will  effect  original  vacant  land,  and  it  does  not  matter 
whether  the  land  be  cultivated  or  otherwise.  In  the  applica- 
tion for  this  warrant,  the  applicant  must  give  his  name  in  full, 
his  place  of  residence,  the  Election  District  and  the  County  in 
which  the  land  lies,  and  its  boundary  on  at  least  four  sides. 
A  Special  Warrant  holds  the  land  located  in  the  warrant  and 
his  right  to  survey  the  same  holds  good  until  the  warrant  is 
executed,  or  the  six  months '  time  allowed  for  execution  expires. 
The  price  of  this  warrant  is  $5.00,  and  25  cents  additional  is 
added  for  caution  money. 

2.  A  Special  Warrant  of  Resurvey,  adding  vacancy,  is 
applicable  where  a  person  has  discovered  land  to  be  vacant 
adjoining  or  contiguous  to  the  land  already  belonging  to  him, 
and  may  include  more  than  one  parcel  of  vacant  land,  provided 
it  is  contiguous  to  and  adjoins  his  land.  He  must  give  the 
name  of  the  tract  he  owns,  with  the  date  of  the  Patent,  and  the 
number  of  acres  when  patented,  also  giving  the  Election  Dis- 
trict and  the  County  in  which  the  land  lies. 

This  is  also  a  convenient  and  desirable  way  of  ascertaining 
and  establishing  the  ancient  metes  and  bounds  of  his  land  and 
consolidating  several  adjoining  tracts  owned  by  the  same  per- 
son into  one  tract  and  patent,  and  if  this  Warrant  was  used 
more  extensively  litigated  boundaries  would  be  a  thing  of  the 
past.    The  price  of  this  warrant  is  $5.00. 

3.  A  Special  Warrant  of  Resurvey  by  Holding  and  Pos- 
session applies  where  a  person  entitled  to  lands  in  fee  simple 
and  being  in  possession  thereof,  or  those  under  whom  he  claims 
for  the  last  twenty  (20)  years  and  not  desiring  to  add  con- 
tiguous vacancy.     The  manner  of  proceeding  is  laid  down  in 
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the  Code,  Art.  54,  Sections  30,  31,  32.    The  cost  of  this  Warrant 
is  $5.00. 

Acts  of  1912,  Chapter  595,  provides  that  in  executing  this 
warrant  the  Surveyor  must  give  thirty  (30)  days'  notice  to  the 
adjoining  land  owners  before  the  survey  can  be  made,  and  if 
the  owners  do  not  reside  on  the  adjacent  property  then  thirty 
(30)  days'  notice  must  be  inserted  in  some  newspaper  in  which 
the  land  lies. 

4.  Special  AVarrant  of  Escheat,  as  its  name  implies,  is  for 
land  that  reverts  to  the  State  where  the  owner  dies  intestate 
and  without  heirs.  In  applying  for  this  warrant,  the  applica- 
tion must  state  the  name,  situation  and  quantity  of  the  land 
and  the  owner  of  the  escheat  land  and  that  he  died  intestate 
and  without  heirs.    The  cost  of  this  Warrant  is  $5.00. 

5.  The  Proclamation  Warrant  affects  vacant  land  that 
has  been  surveyed  and  a  certificate  of  survey  returned  to  the 
Land  Office,  and  there  remained  without  the  composition  money 
having  been  paid  within  a  year  from  the  date  of  the  warrant. 
The  first  one  applying  is  entitled  to  this  warrant  after  expira- 
tion of  the  time  limit  in  which  to  pay  the  composition  money. 
It  is  necessary  in  this  warrant  for  the  applicant  to  pay  one- 
tenth  part  of  the  composition  money  that  is  due  on  the  certifi- 
cate before  the  warrant  can  issue.  The  cost  of  this  warrant  is 
$5.00,  and  one-tenth  of  the  Composition  Money  due. 

Composition  Money  is  the  price  of  vacant  land,  and  is 
fifty  (50)  cents  per  acre  everywhere  in  the  State  the  vacant 
land  may  be  found. 

Following  is  a  list  of  Warrants  that  have  been  issued  since 
last  report : 
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NUMBER  OF  WARRANTS  ISSUED  SINCE  LAST  REPORT. 

Special   Warrants 87 

Special  Warrants  of  Resurvey,  adding  vacancy 9 

Special  Warrants  of  Resurvey,  holding  and  possession 5 

Special  Warrants  of  Escheat 5 

Special  Warrants  of  Proclamation 2 

Total 108 

Of  these  warrants  forty-six  (46)  have  been  executed,  and 
certificates  of  survey  returned  to  the  Land  Office. 

Sixty- two  (62)  of  said  warrants  remain  unexecuted. 

Fifty-seven  Patents  have  been  issued,  granting  eight  thous- 
and three  hundred  and  forty-two  (8,342)  acres,  and  thirty-nine 
(39)  perches  of  land,  of  which  two  thousand  and  ninety-one 
(2,091)  acres  and  sixteen  (16)  perches,  were  vacant. 

Following  is  a  complete  list  of  Patents  issued: 
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THE  KE-INDEXING  OF  THE  CERTIFICATE  AND 
PATENT  RECORDS. 

The  dilapidated  condition  of  some  of  the  indexes  to  the 
records,  resulting  from  age  and  frequent  use,  demands  some- 
thing to  be  done,  and  promptly.  The  work  of  re-indexing  the 
records  of  Certificates  and  Patents  has  been  begun,  and  is  now 
sufficiently  advanced  to  most  clearly  illustrate  the  value  of 
the  card  system  adopted.  This  system  provides  for  ready  and 
comprehensive  reference,  and  the  highest  possible  degree  of 
accuracy,  as  each  book  is  carefully  checked,  page  by  page,  in 
order  to  correct  the  many  errors  and  omissions  of  the  old 
indexes.  This  point  will  be  particularly  appreciated  by  all 
title-searchers  and  genealogists. 

This  series  comprises  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  (182) 
volumes,  and  the  progress  of  the  work  is  necessarily  slow, 
owing  to  the  regular  duties  of  the  office  force. 

The  indexes  to  Rent  Rolls,  forty-three  (43)  volumes,  are  in 
very  bad  condition,  and  should  have  immediate  attention ;  the 
Debt  Books,  fifty-three  volumes,  are  only  partially  indexed, 
causing  greater  handling  than  the  very  old  paper  can  stand 
without  great  injury. 

This  work  is  most  necessary  and  urgent,  and  a  proper 
amount  of  additional  temporary  force  should  be  provided  to 
complete  the  work  already  too  long  delayed. 

When  this  work  is  compfleted,  minute  inA^estigation  can  be 
made,  at  a  glance,  of  all  original  titles  from  Province  and  State 
to  individuals,  not  only  helping  the  investigator,  but  materially 
aiding  the  office  force  in  their  searches,  which  at  present  are 
long  and  tedious. 
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THE  PHOTOSTAT. 

Your  Commissioner  considers  that  the  purchase  of  a 
machine  called  the  Photostat  is  the  best  thing  that  has  ever 
happened  for  the  Laud  Oifice. 

The  Photostat  makes  a  photographic  copy  of  any  record 
book  or  original  paper  in  less  than  a  minute,  without  the  aid  of 
a  dark  room,  as  the  machine  develops  the  picture  immediately 
after  the  exposure  is  made,  and  this  developing  process  only 
requires  thirty  seconds. 

An  enormous  amount  of  work  can  be  turned  out  with  this 
machine  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours.  Only  a  short  time  ago. 
a  large  order  came  in  for  copies ;  they  were  wanted  immedi- 
ately, and  under  ordinary  circumstances  would  have  required 
at  least  two  weeks  to  have  made  the  copies  on  the  typewriter, 
but  the  Photostat  was  made  use  of  and  this  order  was  finished 
in  a  day  and  mailed  to  the  applicant. 

The  Photostat  is  considered  by  all  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  Records  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  their  salvation,  as  in  quite 
a  few  instances  the  old  books  are  in  such  a  delicate  state  of 
preservation  that  any  handling  would  mean  their  ultimate 
destruction. 

Plate  No.  1  of  the  following  illustration  will  give  the 
reader  some  idea  of  how  time  affects  these  valuable  old  records. 
This  illustration  shows  where  the  page  is  beginning  to  crack; 
when  the  paper  begins  to  show  this  kind  of  wear  it  is  as  brittle 
as  an  egg  shell,  and  great  care  must  be  exercised  not  to  increase 
the  holes  that  have  already  been  started,  or  the  result  will  be 
as  in  the  illustration  of  Plate  No.  2.  In  Plate  No.  1  a  photo- 
graphic copy  can  be  made,  and  the  original  filed  away,  main- 
taining on  file  a  fac-simile  copy  of  the  original  record,  and  this 
can  be  used  as  if  it  were  a  new  book,  but  where  in  Plate  No.  2 
it  is  impossible  to  replace  the  pieces  that  are  gone.  Books  that 
begin  to  show  this  wear  are  carefully  laid  aside  and  photo- 
graphed, and  the  photo  copy  bound  and  placed  on  file,  instead 
of  the  original. 

Your  Commissioner  would  suggest  that  a  clerk  be  ap- 
pointed to  operate  this  machine  exclusively,  and  in  having 
such  a  clerk  a  great  deal  of  work  can  be  accomplished  that  is 
now  delayed  on  account  of  the  regular  duties  of  the  office  force. 
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EECORDS  REMOVED  FROM  THE  BASEMENT  OF  THE 
ANNE  ARUNDEL  COUNTY  COURT  HOUSE. 

This  lot  of  records  comprises  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
volumes,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  was  made 
custodian  by  virtue  of  Chapter  440,  of  the  Acts  of  1912,  and 
the  subjectiS  of  the  books  are  as  follov^^s:  Judgments;  Bills  of 
Sale;  Dockets,  Civil  Court,  Criminal  Court  and  Sheriffs'  Office; 
Journal  of  School  Commissioners;  Appearances;  Taxy  Levy; 
Ledgers  and  Cost  Book. 

Most  of  these  books  are  bound  in  leather  that  has  become 
very  worn,  and  the  handling  of  these  books  is  not  a  very  pleas- 
ant task;  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Commissioner  to  have 
all  of  these  books  rebound,  and  put  them  in  shape  for  ready 
reference. 

The  period  these  books  cover  runs  from  1702  to  1913. 


FEES  OF  THE  OFFICE  AND  COMPOSITION  MONEY. 

Composition  is  derived  from  the  sale  of  vacant  land  and 
is  uniformly  fifty  cents  an  acre  in  any  part  of  the  State  where 
vacant  land  is  located.  Any  improvements  on  vacant  land 
must  be  paid  for  in  addition  to  the  price  of  the  land. 

All  fees,  caution  and  composition  money  are  required  by 
the  Constitution  to  be  paid  over  to  the  State  Treasurer  semi- 
annually. From  the  1st  of  May,  1912,  to  30th  of  September, 
1913,  the  Commissioner  has  received  and  paid  over  to  the 
State  Treasurer: 

From  Fees $1,702.83 

From  Caution  and  Composition 551.55 

Total.. $2,254.38 

If  the  schedule  of  fees  were  in  proportion  to  the  labor 
required,  as  in  other  fee  offices,  the  office  would  be  self-sup- 
porting. 
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EARLY  DEEDS. 

Previous  to  the  extract  system  there  were  two  ways  of 
placing  a  deed  on  record.  One  was  the  Provincial  Court,  whose 
jurisdiction  covered  the  whole  Province,  and  the  other  was  the 
County  Court,  whose  jurisdiction  only  extended  to  the  limits 
of  its  boundaries. 

The  majority  of  alienations  were  recorded  in  the  County 
Court,  but  there  are  quite  a  few  deeds  in  the  Provincial  Court, 
and  to  complete  a  title  it  quite  frequently  happens  that  this 
Court  must  be  examined. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  counties  that  were  formed  pre- 
vious to  the  extract  system,  and  the  number  of  books  that  each 
of  the  counties  contain : 


Anne  Arundel   County 3365-1787 30  Volumes. 

Baltimore    County 1659-1782  57 

Calvert   County — These   records  were  destroyed  by  fire. 

Caroline    County 3773-1786  1 

Cecil   County 1674-1786 15 

Charles    County lf'58-17S6  71 

Dorchester    County 1669-1787  31 

Frederick    County 1748-1786  27 

Harford    County 1774-1786  6 

Kent    County 1642-1786  29 

Montgomery    County 1776-1786  3 

Prince   George's   County -1695-1786  22 

Queen  Anne's  County 1706-1786  16 

St.   Mary's   County— These  records  were  destroyed  by  fire. 

Somerset    County 1665-1786  29 

Talbot    County 1662-1786  22 

Washington    County 1777-1786  3 

Worcester    County 1742-1786  11 

Total    373 

Were  these  books,  or  a  copy  of  them,  on  file  in  the  Land 
Office,  there  would  be  a  complete  chain  of  title  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Province  (except  in  those  counties  where  the  records 
have  been  destroyed)  and  the  title-searcher  who  has  to  refer 
'to  the  early  records,  this  would  be  of  great  value,  as  his  entire 
work  could  be  completed  at  this  one  point. 

The  Commissioner  suggests  that  the  Legislature  provide 
means  to  accomplish  this  end,  which  can  be  done  very  rapidly 
with  the  aid  of  the  Photostat,  and  a  very  small  cost  to  the 
State,  as  the  Photostat  could  turn  out  more  than  a  hundred 
pages  a  day,  and  within  a  week  complete  an  eight  or  nine  hun- 
dred page  volume. 
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The  Photostat  could  be  sent  to  the  County  Seat  with  an 
operator  (that  is  where  electricity  can  be  procured)  and  the 
books  copied  without  the  slightest  inconvenience  to  the  title- 
searcher,  lawyer  or  those  who  have  use  of  these  records.  An- 
other way  would  be  to  have  the  books  sent  to  the  Land  Office 
on  request  of  the  Commissioner,  and  as  soon  as  photographed 
would  be  sent  back  to  the  County  in  which  they  belong. 

The  value  of  these  books  is  not  confined  to  the  title-searcher 
or  lawyer,  but  they  would  be  a  great  aid  to  the  genealogist^ 
and  also  to  the  clerical  force  in  the  Land  Office,  as  it  quite  fre- 
quently happens  that  if  a  certain  deed  could  be  had  long  and 
tedious  searches  would  be  obviated,  and  questions  that  have 
heretofore  been  given  up  could  be  answered. 

TABLE    SHOWING   LIST    OF   BOOKS   EEBOUND    SINCE 
LAST  REPORT. 

Debt    Books 53  Vols. 

Testamentary  Proceedings  No.  22,  Photo  Copy 1 

Port   Books 2 

Miscellaneous  Series  M.  S.  (Deeds) 10 

Miscellaneous  Series  E.  H.  (Deeds) 34 

Miscellaneous  Series  A.  G.   (Deeds) 19 

Chancery  and  Debt  Books  indexes 11 

Law    Reports 22 

Patent  Record  No.  11  Photo  Copy  in  two  books 2 

Provincial  Court  Liber  D  D  No.  5  in  two  books 2 

Provincial  Court  Liber  S 1 

Allegany  County  Extracts 9 

Anne  Arundel  Coimty  Extracts 11 

Baltimore  County    Extracts 45 

Calvert  County  Extracts 2 

Cecil  County  Extracts 10 

Charles  County  Extracts 4 

Caroline  County  Extracts , . . . .  3 

Carroll   County   Extracts 10 

Dorchester  County  Extracts 7 

Frederick  County  Extracts 59 

Harford  County   Extracts 17 

Howard  County  Extracts 9 

Kent  County  Extracts 8 

Montgomery  County  Extracts 15 

Prince  George's  County  Extracts 8 

Queen  Anne's  County  Extracts 8 

St.  Mary's  County  Extracts 9 

Somerset  County  Extracts 15 

Talbot  County  Extracts 4 

Washington  County  Extracts 15 

Worcester  County  Extracts 7 

Total    432 
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TABLE  SHOWING  LIST  OF  NEW  WORK  BOUND  SINCE 
LAST  REPORT. 

Allegany  County  Extracts 2  Vols. 

Anne  Arundel  County  Extracts 0      " 

Calvert  County  Extracts 1 

Caroline  County  Extracts 2     " 

Dorchester  County  Extracts 1 

Frederick  County  Extracts 3      " 

Garrett  County  Extracts 1 

Harford  County  Extracts 1 

Howard  County  Extracts 1 

Kent  County  Extracts 1 

Montgomery  County  Extracts .' .'  4      " 

Queen  Anne's  County  Extracts 1 

Somerset  County  Extracts U      " 

Talbot  Cou'ity  Extracts 1     " 

Washington  County  Extracts ]  4     " 

Wicomico   County   Extracts 2     *' 

Worcester  County  Extracts 1     » 

Total    34     " 

EXTRACTS  OF  DEEDS,  MORTGAGES,  RELEASE  OF 
MORTGAGE  AND  LEASE  OF  REAL  ESTATE. 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  Assembly  of  1874,  Chap- 
ter 66,  the  duties  of  the  Land  Commissioner  were  confined 
almost  exclusively  to  the  issuing  of  warrants  for  vacant  land, 
passing  upon  certificates  and  all  matters  pertaining  to  vacant 
land,  keeper  of  the  Chancery  Records  of  the  High  Court  of 
Chancery  and  the  ante-revolutionary  and  revolutionary  papers, 
and  under  the  Constitution  of  1867  collecting  and  keeping  all 
papers,  records  and  relics  connected  with  the  early  history  of 
Maryland.  This  Act  of  1874  materially  enlarged  the  scope  of 
the  duties  of  the  Commissioner  and  the  clerical  force  of  the 
office,  by  providing  for  the  transfer  of  all  books  containing 
deeds  and  transfers  of  soldiers'  lots,  and  all  other  land  record 
books  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  to  the 
Land  Office,  and  providing  that  extracts  of  all  deeds  should  be 
sent  by  the  Clerks  of  the  several  Counties  and  of  Baltimore 
City  to  the  Land  Office,  and  there  indexed  and  bound.  The 
collection  of  the  title  to  all  the  lands  in  the  State  at  one  place 
has  been  of  inestimable  benefit  to  holders  of  real  estate  in 
tracing  title  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  Colony  to  the 
present  time.  The  titles  of  real  estate  are  thus  safeguarded  in 
three  ways— by  the  record  in  the  Clerks'  offices,  the  original 
deed  and  the  extracts  in  the  Land  Office.  Section  56,  of  Article 
35  of  the  Code  provides  that  "A  certified  copy  under  seal  of 
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the  extract  of  a  deed  transmitted  by  any  of  the  Clerks  of  the 
Circuit  Court  or  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore 
City  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  shall  be  evidence 
if  the  original  deed  and  record  thereof  be  lost  or  destroyed." 

As  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  remove  any  doubt  that  may 
arise  as  to  the  legal  effect  of  a  certified  copy  of  extract  of 
mortgage,  release  of  mortgage  and  lease  of  real  estate,  to 
amend  this  section,  it  might  be  well  to  provide  that  any  extract 
of  any  of  the  above  shall  be  evidence  of  the  original,  whether 
the  original  record  of  deed,  mortgage,  release  of  mortgage  and 
lease  of  real  estate  be  lost  or  destroyed,  or  not  lost  or  destroyed. 
Chapter  427  of  Acts  of  1900  provided  that  extracts  of  mort- 
gages, releases  of  mortgages  and  leases  of  real  estate  be  sent 
to  the  Land  Office  in  the  same  manner  as  extracts  of  deeds. 
And  in  this  connection  the  Commissioner  respectfully  calls  the 
attention  of  Tour  Excellency  and  the  Legislature  to  the  neces- 
sity of  enlarging  the  provisions  of  this  Act  by  requiring  that 
certified  copies  of  reports  of  Commissioners  to  value  and  divide 
real  estate  of  decedents,  Trustees'  reports  of  sales  of  real  estate 
in  Chancery,  and  the  Orphans'  Court,  and  condemnation  re- 
ports, when  finally  ratified,  be  forwarded  to  the  Land  Office. 
Purchasers  under  these  proceedings  are  often  negligent  in  pro- 
curing deeds  and  by  conveying  without  any  deed,  cause  a  break 
in  the  chain  of  the  paper  title. 

The  prompt  sending  of  these  extracts  to  the  office  is  a 
necessary  requirement  and  the  means  of  making  the  law  effect- 
ive, and  a  protection  for  title  papers.  The  aforementioned  Act 
of  1900,  Sec.  55,  had  this  promptness  in  view  when  the  Judges 
of  the  Circuit  Court  were  required  to  enforce  the  transmission 
of  extracts,  and  for  a  failure  to  do  so  impose  such  fines  and 
penalties  as  they  may  provide.  The  loss  of  the  Record  Offices 
of  St.  Mary's,  Cecil,  Harford,  Calvert  and  Baltimore  counties, 
with  most,  if  hot  all,  their  valuable  records,  is  an  object-lesson 
for  the  strict  enforcement  of  this  provision; 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  Extracts  of  Deeds,  Mortgages 
and  Releases  of  Mortgages,  from  Baltimore  City  and  the  several 
counties  of  the  State  which  have  been  transmitted  to  this  office : 

EXTRACT  OF  DEEDS. 

Allegany  County— to  3rd  October,  1912. 
Anne  Arundel  Countj^— to  31st  January,  1913. 
Baltimore  County— to  14th  April,  1913. 
Baltimore  City— to  2nd  October,  1913. 
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Calvert  County — no  extracts  in  this  office  from  1817  to 
1822,  excepting  from  December  5th,  1863,  to  June  1st,  1867, 
and  from  December,  1873,  to  June,  1875.  Extracts  to  4th 
December,  1912. 

Caroline  County— to  28th  May,  1913. 
Carroll  County— to  29th  May,  1912. 
Cecil  County— to  29th  November,  1912. 
Charles  County — to  29th  November,  1911. 
Dorchester  County — to  2nd  June,  1912. 
Frederick  County — to  3rd  February,  1913. 
Garrett  County — to  1st  June,  1912. 
Harford  County— to  22nd  May,  1913. 
Howard  County— to  30th  April,  1913. 
Kent  County— to  28th  May,  1913. 
Montgomery  County— to  26th  May,  1913. 
Prince  George's  County— to  31st  December,  1911. 
Queen  Anne's  County— to  29th  May,  1913. 
St.  Mary's  County— to  27th  May,  1913. 
Somerset  County— to  5th  July,  1913. 
Talbot  County— to  31st  May,  1913. 
Washington  County — to  31st  May,  1913. 
Wicomico  County— to  29th  April,  1913. 
Worcester  County— to  28th  IMay,  1912. 

EXTRACT  OF  MORTGAGES. 

Allegany  County — to  1st  March,  1912. 
Anne  Arundel  County — to  31st  January,  1913. 
Baltimore  County — to  14th  April,  1913. 
Baltimore  City— to  2nd  October,  1913. 
Calvert  County — to  13th  December,  1912. 
Caroline  County — to  3rd  June,  1913. 
Carroll  County— to  10th  February,  1913. 
Cecil  County— to  4th  September,  1912. 
Charles  County— to  18th  November,  1912. 
Dorchester  County— to  14th  February,  1912. 
Frederick  County — to  19th  February,  1913. 
Garrett  County— to  3rd  November,  1912. 
Harford  County— to  8th  March,  1913. 
Howard  County— to  17th  April,  1913. 
Kent  County— to  26th  May,  1913. 
Montgomery  County — to  4th  June,  1913. 
Prince  George's  County — to  31st  December,  1911. 
Queen  Anne's  County— to  26th  May,  1913. 
St.  Mary's  County— to  19th  Mav,  1913. 
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Somerset  County — to  5th  July,  1913. 
Talbot  County— to  31st  May,  1913. 
Washington  County— to  31st  May,  1913. 
Wicomico  County— to  13th  March,  1913. 
Worcester  County— to  28th  May,  1912. 

EELEASES  OF  MORTGAGES. 

Allegany  County— to   30th  March,   1913. 
Anne  Arundel  County — to  27th  May,  1913. 
Baltimore  County— to  18th  March,  1913. 
Baltimore  City— to  2nd  October,  1913. 
Calvert  County — to  6th  June,  1913. 
Caroline  County— to  12th  May,  1913. 
Carroll  County — to  2nd  June,  1913. 
Cecil  County— to  3rd  May,  1913. 
Charles  County — to  16th  September,  1912. 
Dorchester  County— to  3rd  May,  1912. 
Frederick  County — to  31st  January,  1913. 
Garrett  County — to  8th  June,  1912. 
Harford  County— to  26th  July,  1913. 
Howard  County— to  13th  August,  1913. 
Kent  County— to  20th  May,  1913. 
Montgomery  County— to  28th  August,  1913. 
Prince  George's  County— to  31st  December,  1911. 
Queen  Annes  County — to  31st  May,  1913. 
St.  Mary's  County— to  12th  March,  1913. 
Somerset  County — to  5th  July,  1913. 
Talbot  County— to  31st  May,  1913. 
Washington  County— to  7th  May,  1913. 
Wicomico  County — to  12th  February,  1913. 
Worcester  County — to  12th  August,  1912. 
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RECORDS  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE. 

EXTRACTS  OF  DEEDS,  MORTGAGES  AND  RELEASES  OF 
MORTGAGES  BY  VOLUMES. 

Miscellaneous,  Series  M.  S.  1  to  12,  1788  to  1823  and  Indexes.  14  Vols 

Miscellaneous,  Series  A.  u.  1  to  19,  1792  to  1812  and  Indexes.  21 

Miscellaneous,  Series  E.  H.  1  to  35,  1815  to  1849  and  Indexes.  35 

Allegany  County,  33  volumes,  and  4  indexes 37 

Anne  Arundel  County,  39  volumes,  and  3  indexes 42 

Baltimore  City,  706  volumes,  and  65  indexes 771 

Baltimore  County,  254  volumes,  and  18  indexes 272 

Baltimore  County  and  City,  108  volumes,  and  11  indexes 119 

Calvert  County,  5  volumes,  and  2  indexes 7 

Caroline  County,  17  volumes,  and  3  indexes 20 

Carroll  County,  32  volumes,  and  5  indexes 37 

Cecil  County,  23  volumes,  and  3  indexes 26 

Charles  County,  13  volumes,  and  3  indexes 16 

Dorchester  County,  21  volumes,  and  3  indexes 24 

Frederick  County,  136  volumes,  and  13  indexes 149 

Garrett  County,  11  volumes,  and  3  indexes 14 

Harford  County,  33  volumes,  and  4  indexes 37 

Howard  County,  22  volumes,  2  indexes 24 

Kent  County,  21  volumes,  and  3  indexes 24 

Montgomery  County,  37  volumes,  and  4  indexes 41 

Prince  George's  County,  3-2  volumes,  and  6  indexes 38 

Queen  Anne's  County,  17  volumes,  and  3  indexes 20 

Somerset  County,  36  volumes,  and  4  indexes 40 

St.  Mary's  County,  12  volumes,  land  3  indexes 15 

Talbot  County,  18  volumes,  and  3  indexes 21 

Washington  County,  58  volumes,  and  9  indexes 67 

Wicomico  County,  18  volumes,  ana  3  indexes 21 

Worcester  County,  22  volumes,  and  3  indexes 25 

Charles  County  Court  Records 71 


Total    2048      " 

To  the  investigator  and  title-searcher,  the  Commissioner 
calls  attention  that  the  Miscellaneous  Series  above  mentioned 
must  be  examined  in  connection  with  those  of  the  counties,  as 
this  series  contains  quite  a  few  deeds  that  do  not  appear  in 
the  separate  county  extracts. 

The  Commissioner  also  calls  attention  to  quite  a  number 
of  extract  of  deeds  that  have  lately  been  discovered  in  the 
basement.  These  valuable  old  records  have  been  bound,  and 
are  rapidly  being  indexed,  and  will  be  placed  in  chronological 
order  with  the  other  extracts  of  the  county  in  which  they  were 
extracted. 
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EXTRACT  OF  DEEDS  FROM  THE  DIFFERENT  COUNTIES, 

SHOWING  THE  PERIODS  COVERED,  INDEPENDENT 

OF  THE  MISCELLANEOUS  SERIES,  AND  ALSO 

SHOWING  THE  YEARS  THAT  ARE  MISSING. 

Anne  Arundel  County— 1792-1808 ;  1810-1825 ;  1827-1913. 

Allegany  County— 1790-1823 ;   1829-1844;   1851-1913. 

Baltimore  County— 1786-1913. 

Baltimore  City— 1851-1913. 

Calvert  County— 1787-1817;  1863-1867;  1873-1913. 

Caroline  County— 1786-1801;  1816-1824;  1836-1913. 

Carroll  County— 1837-1912. 

Cecil  County-1805-1827 ;  1835-1842 ;  1852-1863 ;  1867-1913. 

Charles  County— 1792-1797;  1803-1815;  1825-1828;  1875- 
1911. 

Dorchester  County— 1787-1912. 

Frederick  County— 1791-1913. 

Garrett  County— 1873-1913. 

Harford  County— 1827-1913. 

Howard  County— 1840-1844 ;  1847-1866;  1873-1913. 

Kent  County— 1786-1796 ;  1801-1824;  1835-1912. 

Montgomery  County— 1786-1825 ;  1827-1913. 

Prince  George's  County— 1787-1911. 

Queen  Anne's  County— 1811-1826 ;  1835-1851;  1853-1912. 

St.  Mary's  County— 1796-1811 ;  1818-1822;  1831-1845; 
1863-1911. 

Somerset  County— 1788-1803 ;  1812-1816;  1822-1824;  1835- 
1851;  1853-1855;  1858-1913. 

Talbot  County— 1812-1824;  1835-1842;  1852-1912. 

Washington  County— 1791-1797 ;  1806-1913. 

Wicomico  County— 1867-1913. 

Worcester  County— 1835-1842 ;  1851-1867;  1869-1912. 
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RECORDS  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE. 

Series  Nos.  1  to  23,    Patents,   Certificates,    Warrants,    Assign- 
ments, Petitions  and  Court  Proceedings,  lU34-^b95 23  Vols. 

Liber  A.  B.  &  H.  Patents,  1646-1654 1  '* 

Liber  Q.  Patents,  Certificates,  Warrants,  etc.,  10.58 1  " 

Indexes  to  same 4 

Liber  C.  B.,  Nos.  2  and  3,  Patents,  1680-1683 2  " 

"       I.  B.  &  I.  L.,  No.  C,  Patents,  1684-1700 1  " 

"       S.  D.,  No.  A.,  Patents,  1683-1684 1  " 

"       N.  S.,  Nos.  B.  and  2,  Patents,  1683-1688 2  " 

"       W.  D.,   Pate  ts,   1689-1706 1  " 

D.  S.,  No.  F.,  Warrants,   Assignments   &   Patents,  1685- 

1706     ^  " 

B.  B.  No.  3  A.,  Patents  &  Certificates,  1686-1697 1  " 

"      C.  C,  No.  4,  Patents  &  Certificates,  1696-1699 1  " 

D.  D.,  Patents  &  Certificates,  1686 1  " 

C,  Patents  &  Certificates,  1694-1695 1  " 

"      D.  D.,  No.  5,  Certificates,  Assignments,  etc.,  1700-1713...  1  " 

E.  E.,  No.  6,  Patents  &  Certificates,  1713-1715 1  " 

F.  F.,  No.  7,  Patents  &  Certificates,  1713-1721 1  " 

"       P.  L.,  Nos.  2  to  8,  Patents,  1706-1734 7  " 

"       R.  Y.,  No.  1,  Patents,  1714 i.  " 

"       C.  E.,  No.  1,  Patents,  1715-1722 1  " 

"      I.  L.,  Nos.  A  and  B.,  Certificates   &   Assignments,  1719- 

1733 ^  " 

"      A.  M.,  No.  1,  Certificates  &  Assignments,  1728-1735 1  " 

E.  I.,  Nos.  1  to  6,  Patents  &  Certificates,  1732-1743 6  " 

"      L.  G.,  Nos.  B.  C.  &  E.,  Certificates  &  Assignments,  1743- 

1745     3  " 

"       P.  T.,  Nos.  1  «&  2,  Patents,  1743-1746 2  " 

"       B.  T.  &  B.  Y.,  No.  3,  Patents,  1745-1747 1  " 

T.  I.,  Nos.  1,  3  &  4,  Patents  &  Certificates,  1747-1751 3  " 

B.  Y.  &  G.  S.,  Nos.  1  to  5,  Patents,  Certificates,  etc.,  1746- 

1751     5  " 

Y.  &  S.,  Nos.  6  to  8,  Certificates  &  Patents,  1751-1754 3  " 

G.  &  S.,  Nos.  1  and  2,  Certificates  &  Patents,  17.52-1755. .  2  " 
B.  C.  &  G.  S.,  Nos.  1  to  52,  Patents  &  Certificates,  1754- 

1777    53  " 

"      I.  C,  Nos.  A.  to  S.,  Patents  &  Certificates,  1782-1809 18  " 

"       .7.  K.,  Nos.  T.  &  U.,  Patents  &  Certificates,  180.5-1811 2  " 

I.  B.,  Nos.  A.  to  G.,  Patents  &  Certificates,  1811-1823.  .  .  7  " 

"       I.  B.  &  G.  G.  B.,  No.  H.,  Certificates,  1824-1829 1  " 

"       G.  G.  B.,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  Patents  &  Certificates,  1828-1842.  .  3  " 

General  Indices  to  above  Records 7 

Liber  G.  G.  B..  No.  4  to  8,  Patents  &  Certificates,  1806-1857. .  .  6  " 
"      W.  L.  W.  S.,  Nos.  2  and  3,  Patents  &  Certificates,  1861- 

1871    2  " 

"       G.  L.  L.  D..  No.  1,  Certificates,  1868-1877 1  " 

I.  M.,  No.  1,  Patents.  18.54-1861 1  " 

"      W.  R.  H.,  No.  A.,  Md.  &  Virginia  Boundary,  Lighthouse, 

1877     1  " 

"       W.  R.  H.,  No.  1,  Patents,  1872-1882 1  " 

W.  R.  H.,  No.  1.  Certificates,  1871-1877 1  " 

"       W.  R.  H.,  No.  2,  Patents,  1883-1896 1  " 


28  EEPOBT  OF   THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE. 


Liber  W.  R.  H.,  No.  1,  Warrants,  1879-1909 1  Vols. 

T.  A.  S.,  No.  1,  Warrants,  1909 1  '* 

J.  T.  S.,  No.  1,  Certificates,  1888-1902 1  " 

W.  O.  M.,  No.  1,  Patents,  1896-1906. 1  " 

E.  S.  T.,  No.  1,  Patents,  1906 1  " 

E.  S.  T.,  No.  1,  Certiflciate,  1902 1  " 

Warrants,  Assignments,  Petitions,  etc.,  1661-1909 70  " 

Eastern  Sliore  Records,  Patents  &  Certifieatees,  1796-1842 8  " 

General  Indices  to  Warrants 5 

Eastern  Shore  Warrants,  Assignments,  etc.,  1781-1842 12  " 

Proprietary   Leases '6 

Rent    Rolls 49  " 

Provincial  Court  and  General  Court  Records 146  " 

Indexes  to  same 8  " 

Chancery  Records  and  Dockets 220  " 

Indexes  to  same  (Covering  31  volumes) 14 

Indexes  to  Chancery  Papers 3  " 

Indexes  to  Certificates  of  Survey 23 

Records  of  Military  Lots 7  '* 

Indexes  to  same 1  " 

Commission  Books,  1812-1888 6  " 

Commissions,  Civil  Appointments,  1825-1839 15  " 

Register  of  Civil  Apjwintments,  1777-1825 1  " 

Register  of  Civil  Appointments,  1825-1835 1  " 

Senate  Proceedings,  1793-1837 23  " 

House  of  Delegates  Proceedings,  1804-1850 31  " 

Proceedings  of  the  Executive,  1785-1825 7  " 

Maryland  Council  Proceedings,  1791-1821 11  " 

Colonial  Maryland  Debt  Books 53  " 

Indexes  to  same 10  " 

Indexes  to  Provincial  Court  Records 4  " 

Total 918  " 


Copy  of  a  Plat  made  by  the  Photostat. 
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PREROGATIVE   COURT   RECORDS  AND  WILLS. 

After  the  abolishing  of  the  old  Colonial  Prerogative  Court, 
which  corresponded  with  our  present  system  and  jurisdiction 
of  the  Orphans'  Courts,  by  Chapter  8,  Acts  of  1777,  it  was  in- 
tended and  provided  that  all  the  recorded  and  original  wills, 
the  inventories  and  appraisements  of  personal  property  of  dece- 
dents, accounts  of  executors,  administrators  and  guardians,  and 
the  proceedings  of  Prerogative  Court  be  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  Register  of  Wills  of  Anne  Arundel  County  for  safe  keep- 
ing. These  very  important  provisions  for  the  preservation  of 
these  invaluable  records  were  partly  carried  out  and  the  docu- 
ments and  records  of  the  Court  at  Annapolis  were  so  deposited, 
but  many  of  the  old  wills  and  other  papers  of  the  years  prior 
to  1777  are  still  in  offices  of  the  Register  of  Wills  of  the  old 
counties,  uncared  for  generally,  and  inaccessible.  Authoritj' 
and  means  should  be  afforded  the  Commissioner  to  gather  up 
and  deposit  the  same  in  the  Land  Office,  with  the  books,  wills, 
etc.,  of  the  Prerogative  Court,  which  are  now  placed  there  for 
safe  keeping  and  examination. 

Chapter  573,  Acts  of  1904,  directed  the  removal  of  all  rec- 
ords and  papers  of  the  Prerogative  Court  tio  the  Land  Office, 
as  well  as  all  books,  documents  and  papers  in  the  Register  of 
Wills  Office  of  Anne  Arundel  County,  belonging  to  the  State 
of  Maryland,  which  has  been  done,  and  are  now  placed  in  a 
safe,  fire-proof  metallic  case,  with  the  indexes.  The  same  Act 
also  enacted  that  copies  under  seal  of  Land  Office  should  be 
evidence  as  copies  of  other  records  and  papers  in  the  Land 
Office. 

The  41  will  books,  7  balance  books,  39  libers  of  inventories 
and  accounts,  126  libers  of  inventories,  74  libers  of  accounts 
and  26  of  the  47  libers  of  the  testamentary  proceedings  of  the 
Prerogative  Court,  had  been  made,  accepted  and  paid  for  by 
the  State  prior  to  1904. 

In  the  Land  Office  is  now  gathered  and  under  one  control 
the  Ante-Revolutionary  records,  and  proceedings  of  most  of 
the  Courts  of  the  Province,  until  the  legislative  acts  during  the 
Revolution  made  such  radical  changes  in  the  Judiciary  system 
and  the  Province  reorganized  into  an  absolutely  free  and  inde- 
pendent government  and  state. 

Records  of  all  warrants,  certificates  and  patents  for  land ; 
and  records  of  deeds,  or  extracts  of  same,  from  the  settlement 
of  the  Province  of  Maryland  in  1634  to  the  present  time,  are 
preserved  in  this  office. 
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LIST  OF  WILL  BOOKS,  TESTAMENTAEY 
PROCEEDINGS,  ETC. 

Vols. 

Will  Books 41 

Indexes  to  Will  Books 4 

Testamentary  Proceedings 47 

Indexes  to  Testamentary  Proceedings 10 

Balance  Books 7 

Index  to  Balance  Books 1 

Inventories  and  Accounts 39 

Indexes  to  Inventories  and  Accounts 2 

Inventories    126 

Indexes  to  Inventories 3 

Accounts    74 

Indexes  to-  Accounts 2 

Original  Wills 1290   (papers) 

Indexes  to  Original  Wills 1 

Totals  1290   (papers)   357 

THE  CHANCERY  RECORDS. 

The  Chancery  Records  are  recorded  and  bound  from  1668 
to  1852,  when  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  was  abolished,  con- 
taining 220  volumes.  There  are  also  12,421  bundles  of  Chancery 
papers. 

Thirty-five  (35)  Chancery  Records  have  been  indexed. 

These  indexes  are  typewritten  and  bound,  making  four- 
teen (14)  books  of  indexes. 

The  valuable  legal  and  genealogical  matter  contained  in 
these  records  before  indexing  was  a  closed  door  for  any  useful 
purpose  or  investigation  by  reason  of  the  lack  of  any  index 
whatever. 

(The  remainder  of  the  Chancery  Records  have  fairly  good 
indexes  in  themselves,  and  can  be  so  used  till  other  work  more 
pressing  can  be  done). 

The  indexes  are  on  the  vowel  system,  and  give  all  the 
names  of  the  complainants  and  defendants,  the  names  of  every 
person  mentioned,  and  name  of  any  tract  of  land  mentioned  in 
the  proceedings.  All  names  are  on  the  vowel  system,  and  cor- 
respond with  record  books.  With  the  exception  of  the  will 
indexes  there  are  no  other  books  in  the  office  more  sought  than 
these  indexes  and  the  records  and  original  papers  pertaining 
thereto.  The  latter,  about  12,421  bundles,  while  jacketed  and 
numbered,  still  remain  to  be  indexed  as  to  defendants. 
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The  only  index  to  these  papers  at  present  is  one  alpha- 
betically in  the  name  of  the  complainant. 

The  work  of  indexing  the  names  of  the  defendants  in 
Chancery  Papers  has  been  started,  and  the  card  system  adopted, 
and  in  a  short  time  it  will  be  as  easy  to  find  a  defendant  as  it  is 
to  find  the  complainant. 

This  work  will  greatly  be  appreciated  by  the  lawyers,  as 
in  quite  a  few  cases  that  have  come  before  the  office  the  only 
known  person  in  the  case  has  been  a  female  married  heir,  whose 
married  name  would  impart  nothing  to  the  title-searcher.  It 
is  the  object  of  the  work  to  bring  out  all  names  in  the  case, 

THE  MILITARY  LOTS. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  Eevolutionary  war,  the  Legis- 
lature of  Maryland  granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Maryland  Line,  for  their  services  in  that  war,  lots  westward 
of  Fort  Cumberland,  and  were  distributed  by  lot.  A  map  of 
these  lots  and  the  patented  tracts  before  this  distribution  in 
that  section,  was  made  by  Francis  Deakin  in  1787,  by  authority 
of  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature,  and  embraced  a  general  sur- 
vey of  the  State  westward  of  Fort  Cumberland.  This  map 
becoming  dilapidated  by  erosion,  caused  by  lapse  of  time  and 
handling,  the  Legislature  authorized  the  making  of  a  copy, 
which  was  efficiently  done  by  George  H.  Shaefer,  late  Chief 
Clerk  of  the  Land  Office,  some  years  ago,  and  which  is  in  a 
complete  state  of  preservation.  There  are  on  these  maps  four 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  lots  of  fifty  acres  each, 
besides  sundry  tracts  which  had  been  patented.  A  complete 
list  of  the  names  of  the  original  owners  of  these  lots_  by_  the 
Revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers  and  number  of  lot  is  given 
in  a  list  returned  to  the  Land  Office  by  David  Lynn  and  Benja- 
min Brooks,  Commissioners,  the  14th  of  November,  1789,  on 
file  in  this  office. 

The  extreme  western  section  of  Garrett  County,  known  as 
the  "Glade  District,"  is  composed  mostly  of  military  lots. 
The  town  of  Oakland,  56  miles  west  of  Cumberland,  is  located 
on  a  fifty-acre  lot.  All  of  this  section  has  rapidly  grown  in 
wealth  and  the  land  correspondingly  in  value.  There  still 
continues  to  be  much  litigation  in  the  Land  Office  and  the 
Courts  over  the  title  of  these  lots,  but  it  is  decreasing  as  the 
titles  become  fixed  and  settled.  Since  the  decision  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals  in  Armstrong  versus  Bittinger,  47  Md.  Rep.,  103, 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  on  an  application  for  an 
escheat  warrant,  carefully  examines  if  any  escheat  warrant  has 
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been  issued  and.  executed  for  the  same  land  before  issuing  an 
escheat  warrant,  and  refuses  a  warrant  if  a  certificate  has  been 
returned  for  the  same  and  a  patent  issued,  and  thus  saving 
the  applicant  for  the  warrant  the  expense  of  a  survey  and  a 
possible  controversy  and  suit  as  to  title.  Although  certificates 
of  execution  of  warrants  of  escheat  are,  like  other  certificates, 
required  to  remain  subject  to  a  caveat  for  six  months  after 
their  return  to  this  office,  nevertheless,  it  happens  that  these  lots 
are  not  escheat,  but  the  owners  are  living  in  distant  sections  of 
the  State,  or  out  of  the  State,  and  know  nothing  of  the  pro- 
ceedings to  escheat.  The  time  for  caveat  expires  and  a  patent 
issues.  Valuable  timber  is  then  cut  off  and  other  damage  done 
to  the  lots,  before,  if  ever,  the  legal  owner  knows  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  patent.  And  often  the  patents  and  possessory  title, 
by  the  lapse  of  the  twenty  years  and  over,  ripens  into  a  full 
legal  title  and  the  rightful  owner  or  owners  lose  the  lot  or  lots. 
As  a  means  of  modifying  and  preventing  this  injustice,  it  would 
be  well  for  the  Legislature  to  require  a  notice  in  one  or  more 
of  the  county  papers  in  the  county  in  which  the  land  is  located, 
requiring  the  applicant  for  the  escheat  warrant  to  give  one  or 
more  months  notice  of  the  application  for  the  warrant  before 
having  the  county  surveyor  execute  the  warrant;  the  notice 
giving  a  description  of  the  land  and  reputed  owner  or  owners 
of  the  same.  It  is  very  rare  for  the  Commissioner  to  receive  an 
application  for  an  escheat  warrant,  except  for  these  military 
lots.  Your  present  Commissioner  heartily  concurs  in  the 
above  recommendation,  and  will  go  further  by  suggesting  that 
it  be  made  applicable  to  all  warrants. 

CAVEAT  CASES. 

Bringing  caveat  cases  to  issue  and  final  hearing  has  neces- 
sarily been  slow,  because  of  the  great  labor  to  litigants  in  pre- 
paring cases  for  hearing.  In  nearly  all  cases,  locations  and 
depositions  have  to  be  made  in  order  to  elucidate  and  prove 
the  contentions  of  the  parties,  and  consequently  the  date  of 
hearing,  for  the  promotion  of  justice  is  often  continued  from 
time  to  time. 

RULES  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE  AND  CHANGES. 

The  Commissioner  would  respectfully  call  attention  to  the 
changes  made  by  Chapters  270  and  577,  Acts  of  1902,  in  regard 
to  time  of  return  of  certificates  by  surveyors  and  duties  of 
sheriffs  respectively;  the  change  in  the  former  being  a  reduc- 
tion from  nine  to  two  months  and  in  the  latter  making  the 
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sheriffs  executive  officers  in  serving  writs,  attachments,  collect- 
ing costs,  enforcing  attendance,  etc.,  in  caveat  cases. 

By  Chapter  143,  Acts  of  1904,  the  period  of  twelve  months 
allowed  for  appeal  from  a  decision  in  a  caveat  case  was  limited 
to  two  months. 

Another  important  amendment  was  Chapter  ^>~0  of  the 
Acts  of  1904,  increasing  the  power  of  the  Commissioner  to 
vacate  certificates  where  composition  money  was  not  paid  in 
the  prescribed  time  and  the  cost  of  vacating  to  be  a  lien  upon 
the  land  and  a  charge  on  the  applicant  for  the  land. 

SEARCHES,  COPIES  AND  CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  comparison  of  the  work  of  the  office  shows  that  there 
has  been  an  increased  demand  thereon  for  Searches,  Copies 
and  Correspondence,  tracing  of  title  to  real  estate  and  family 
pedigree. 

The  answer  to  many  letters  involves  long  and  tedious 
researches,  and  often  information  as  to  the  Law,  Rules  and 
Practice  of  the  Land  Office.  Making  copies  of  the  old  records 
is  very  difficult  and  tedious,  many  of  them  being  in  old  English 
text ;  in  many  eases  the  writing  is  difficult  to  decipher,  because 
of  illegibility  caused  by  erosion  from  time  and  injury  to  the 
books  in  the  past  by  exposure  and  neglect.  Resurveys  on  older 
tracts  of  land  and  giving  of  a  new  name  to  the  land  embraced 
in  the  new  patent,  the  numerous  escheats  of  the  Soldiers'  lots 
and  a  change  of  patent  name,  and  the  large  number  of  patents, 
make  searches  long  and  tedious,  often  requiring  a  day  for  one 
search. 

SEARCHES  AND  TITLES. 

From  the  great  increase  in  examination  of  the  records  in 
the  Land  Office  and  copies  of  papers  referring  to  title  of  land, 
it  is  evident  that  the  legality  of  title  is  being  more  closely 
examined. 

Certificates  and  Patents  are  being  more  closely  examined, 
and  the  chain  of  title  required  to  be  complete  up  to  the  present 
holders.  This  strictness  of  examination  can  chiefly  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  multiplication  of  Building  and  Loan  Associations 
and  of  Title  and  Guarantee  Companies. 

The  demand  and  increased  value  of  timber  has  caused 
recklessness  in  destroying  bounded  and  marked  trees  defining 
the  boundaries  of  land.  Fences  defining  lines  of  land  have  been 
removed,  and  boundaries  neglected  and  allowed  to  disappear 
without  replacement,  until  it  has  become  impossible,  generally, 
to  establish  the  lines  of  land  in  the  State. 
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Sections  30,  31  and  32  of  Article  54,  ''Bagby's  Code," 
providing  for  a  resurvey  under  warrants  of  possession  and 
holdings,  if  properly  amended,  would  remedy  much  of  the 
troubles  landowners  now  have  in  establishing  their  lines;  the 
amendments  should  contain  proper  provisions  safeguarding  the 
rights  of  adjoining  landowners  and  claimants,  and  making  pat- 
ents secured  thereunder,  after  the  lapse  of  a  reasonable  time, 
good  and  indefeasible  against  all  claimants. 

By  this  is  not  to  be  understood  that  vacant  land  belonging 
to  the  State  can  be  taken  up  under  any  pretense  or  fact  of 
Holding  and  Possession,  but  it  is  only  applicable  to  lands  held 
in  fee  simple,  and  is  intended  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
lines  and  boundaries  for  lands  so  held. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS  AND  CONCLUSION. 

While  the  space  allotted  the  Land  Office  in  the  basement 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals  Building  is  only  about  half  large 
enough  for  the  needs  of  the  record  books,  considerable  space 
could  be  saved  if  steel  cases  were  installed  to  take  the  place 
of  the  wooden  ones  now  in  use.  The  heat  from  the  steam  pipes 
that  run  through  these  two  rooms  has  a  very  bad  effect  on 
books,  causing  the  binding  to  buckle  and  the  paper  to  become 
brittle;  and  your  Commissioner  earnestly  solicits  your  Excel- 
lency's assistance  in  having  suitable  cases  provided  and  the 
steam  pipes  covered  with  asbestos  to  preserve  these  valuable 
records. 

The  old  deeds  previous  to  the  Revolution  would  be  a  val- 
uable asset  to  the  office,  and  your  Commissioner  suggests  that 
an  Act  be  passed  giving  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office 
authority  to  have  this  work  done,  either  by  having  the  books 
sent  to  the  Land  Office  from  the  different  counties,  or  by  hav- 
ing the  necessary  equipment  sent  to  the  county  seats  where 
these  books  are  located.  Your  Commissioner  believes  thax  an 
appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000.00)  would  com- 
plete the  work.  There  are  only  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  (373)  of  these  volumes,  and  found  in  sixteen  counties. 
St.  Mary's  and  Calvert  have  sustained  loss  by  fire,  while  in 
Cecil  the  British,  in  1812,  carried  away  most  of  their  very  early 
records.  Had  there  been  a  system  of  extracting  or  transcribing 
deeds,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Testamentary  Proceed- 
ings, Wills,  etc.,  Maryland  would  have  a  collection  of  records 
unequalled  in  the  United  States. 

There  is  so  great  an  amount  of  indexing  to  be  done  in  the 
Land  Office  that  your  Commissioner  would  recommend  a  special 
force  of  indexers  for  a  limited  time,  so  that  the  records  of  the 
office  could  be  indexed  in  a  modern  way.  Considerable  infor- 
mation that  is  now  locked  to  the  public  would  be  brought  to 
light  by  modern  indexing. 

My  predecessor  in  office  established  a  system  of  weekly 
reports  from  the  indexers  of  extracts  of  deeds,  which  I  have 
seen  fit  to  continue,  as  this  is  the  best  possible  way  to  keep 
track  of  the  work  done  outside  of  the  office. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  clerical  force— those  in 
the  office  and  those  who  do  their  work  outside — for  their  atten- 
tion to  duties,  and  their  faithful  support  given  me  during  my 
tenure  as  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  J.  HANSON, 
Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office. 
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APPENDIX  No.  1. 

RECORDS  BELONGING   TO    THE    LAND    OFHTCE,    NOW    IN    THE 

POSSESSION    OF    THE    MARYLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY, 

UNDER  THE   PROVISIONS  OF  THE  ACT  OF  1882, 

CHAPTER  138. 

Upper  House  Journals,  1659-1777 14  Vols. 

Lower  House  Journals,  1676-1763 14  " 

Assembly  Proceedings,  1637-1774 8  " 

Journal  of  Senate,  1773 1  " 

Journals  of  House  of  Delegates,  1777-1780 3  " 

Council  Proceeedings,  &c.,  1636-1791 21  " 

Commissions,    1726-1786 3  '* 

Maryland  Archives,  1682-1785 1  " 

Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  1728-1752 1  " 

Letter  Books,  1756-1793 8  " 

Board  of  Revenue,  1768-1775 1  " 

Entry  Book,  1771 1  " 

Invoice  Books,  1771-1776 1  " 

Postage  Book,  1774-1777 1  " 

Ledger,  B.  No.  2,  1780-1782 1  " 

Day  Book,  1784-1786 1  " 

Proprietary  Papers,   1701-17(0 6  " 

Church  Vestry  Papers  of  various  periods 2  " 

Proprietary  Papers  relative  to  Indians,  1638-1764 ;  Correspond- 

1744-1764    1  " 

Con-espondence   of    Lord    Baltimore    and    Officers    of    British 

Crown,    etc 1  " 

Papers  in  the  case  of  the  designed  arrest  of  Governor  Eden,  etc    1  " 

Minutes  of  Maryland  Convention,  1774 1  " 

Minutes  of  Council  of  Safety,  Instruction  and  Correespondncee 

of  Maryland  Delegates  in  Congress,  etc.,  1776-1790 32  " 

Sixty-two  Letters  from  General  Washington,  1777-1799 1  " 

Letters  from  General  Smallwood,  1777-1782. 1  " 

Letters  from  Generals  Gist  and  O'.  H.  Williams,  1775-1781 1  " 

Miscellaneous  Papers,  1777-1797 5  " 

Military  Correspondence,  1779-1781 1  " 

Printed    Broadsides 1  " 

Maryland  Stock  in  Biank  of  England 1  " 

Maryland  Bank  Stock  in  England 1  " 

Papers  concerning  losses  during  Revolutionary    War  and   In- 

foi'mation  about  British  Property 1  " 

Liber  O.  &  W.  H.  1638-1678.     Liber  W.  H.  &  L.  1640-1692. 

Liber  L.  L.  No.  1,  1692.     L.  L.  No.  2,  1692-1704.    L.  L.  No.  3,  1704-1710. 
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APPENDIX  No.  2. 

Boundaries. 

I.     Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware. 

Report  of  Commissioners,  1850.    Three  copies. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Graham. 

Map  of  the  Line  as  run  by  Lieutenant  Graham. 

II.     Maryland  and  Pennsylvania. 

Agreement  between  Lord  Charles  Baltimore  and  John, 
Thomas  and  Richard  Penn,  of  May  10,  1732,  and  the  Com- 
mission to  the  Pennsylvania  Commissioners  of  May  12,  1732. 
(Printed). 

Agreement  between  Lord  Baltimore  and  Thomas  and  Rich- 
ard Penn  of  July  4,  1760.     (Parchment  restored). 

Commission  of  Horatio  Sharpe  and  others,  Maryland  Com- 
missioners, under  foregoing  agreement.  (Parchment;  in  fair 
condition). 

Minutes  of  the  Joint  Commissioners  of  Lord  Baltimore 
and  the  Penns,  November  19,  1760,  to  November  9,  1768. 

Minutes  of  the  Commissioners  April  30,  1762,  to  August  30, 
1763.  * 

Field  Notes  and  Journals  of  Surveys  of  Lord  Baltimore 
and  the  Penns  for  the  year  1761. 

Original  Astronomical  Observations  and  Journal  of  Mason 
and  Dixon,  November  15,  1763,  to  October  4,  1767. 

HI.     Maryland  and  Virginia. 

•Correspondence  of  the  Joint  Commissioners  under  the  Acts 
of  March  and  May,  1852,  and  March,  1860. 

A.     Western  Boundary. 

Measurement  of  the  Median,  original  notes  by  Daser,  1860, 
Books  1  and  2. 

Astronomy,  1859,  Lieutenant  Michler. 

Data  used  in  Compilation  of  Maps  from  Fairfax  Stone  to 
Pennsylvania  Line,  1859,  1860  and  1861. 

Original  Astronomical  Computations.  Original  Notes  of 
Survey,  Book  1,  2,  3,  4. 

Atlas  of  Western  Boundary,  26  plates,  by  Lieutenant 
Michler. 
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B.     East  of  the  Bay  and  the  Southern  Boundary. 

Data  used  in  the  Compilation  of  the  Maps,  1859. 

Survey  Books,  1858.  No.  1  commencing  at  Chineoteague 
Bay.    No.  2  commencing  at  Pocomoke  River. 

Field  Books  (Theodolite)  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  Lieutenant 
Michler. 

The  Black- Jenkins  Award  (Map)  1877. 

Smith's  Point  to  Atlantic  Ocean  (Map),  1883. 

Winthrop  and  Lee's  Map  of  the  boundary  line  between 
Dorchester  and  Somerset  Counties,  1860. 

APPLICATION  BLANK  FOR  SPECIAL  WARRANT. 

P.  0 

19.... 

HON.  JOHN  J.  HANSON, 

Commissioner  Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Md., 

Dear  Sir: — 

I,  of County,  State  of 

do  hereby  make  application  for  a  Special  Warrant  to  survey 

Vacaijt  Land,  situate,  lying  and  being  in  the Election 

District  of County,  State  of  Maryland,  bounded 

and  described  as  follows :    On  the  North  by  the  lands  of 

on  the  East  by  the  lands  of on  the  South  by  the  lands 

of and  on  the  West  by  the  lands  of 

Enclosed  find  $5.25  to  cover  cost  of  said  Warrant. 

Respectfully  yours, 


APPLICATION  BLANK  FOR  SPECIAL  WARRANT  OF 
RESURVEY,  HOLDING  AND  POSSESSION. 

P.  0 

19.... 

HON.  JOHN  J.  HANSON, 

Commissioner  Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Md., 
Dear  Sir: 

I,  of County,  State  of 

do  hereby  make  application  for  a  Special  Warrant  of  Resurvey 
of  Holding  and  Possession,  to  resurvey  a  tract  of  land  situate, 
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lying  and  being  in Election  District  of 

County,  State  of  Maryland,  said  land  is  bounded  on  the  North 

'^y :  on  the  East  by ,  on  the  South  by 

,  and  on  the  West  by 

I  have  been  in  adverse,  visable  exclusive,  notorious,  con- 
tinuous and  peaceable  possession  of  the  said  land  since  the  year 

Said  land  was  formerly  in  the  possession  of 

who  passed  title  to  the  same,  to  your  applicant,  by  deed  "dated 
day  of 1 

Enclosed  find  $5.00  to  cover  cost  of  Warrant. 
Respectfully  yours, 


APPLICATION  BLANK  FOR  SPECIAL  WARRANT  OF 
RESURVEY,  ADDING  VACANCY. 


P.  0 

19.... 

HON.  JOHN  J.  HANSON, 

Commissioner  Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Maryland, 

Dear  Sir ; 

^    ,1'  of County,  State  of 

do  hereby  make  application  for  a  Special  Warrant  of  Resurvey 

to  add  vacancy,  on  a  tract  of  land  called ' 

containing acres,  patented  to .[  !.".*.' 

^?  *^6 day  of ,  in  the  year , 

situate,  lying  and  being  in  the Election  District  of 

County,  State  of  Maryland. 

Enclosed  find  $5:00  to  cover  the  cost  of  Warrant. 

Respectfully  yours. 


If  there  is  more  than  one  tract,  or  part  of  one  or  more 
tracts,  the  necessary  information  must  be  set  out  as  required 
in  the  above  blanks,  for  each  tract  or  part  of  tract. 


40  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE. 

APPLICATION  BLANK  FOR  SPECIAL  WARRANT  OF 
ESCHEAT. 

P.  0 

19.... 

HON.  JOHN  J.  HANSON, 

Commissioner  Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Maryland, 

Dear  Sir: 

I,  or  we, resident  of 

County,  State  of ,  do  hereby  make  application 

for  a  Special  Warrant  of  Escheat,  to  resurvey  a  tract  of  land 

situate,  lying  and  being  in Election  District 

of County,  State  of  Maryland,  adjoining  the 

lands  of ,  which  has  escheated  to  the  Static 

for  want  of  the  heirs  of ,  who  died  intestate  and 

without  heirs.  i 

Enclosed  find  $5.00  to  cover  costs  of  the  warrant. 

Respectfully  yours. 


